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COURSE DESCRIPTION CARD 

NOTE:   If the course includes lectures and classes, the Course Description Card applies to both     

types of instruction. 

1.  Course title: International Relations 

     in Polish: Stosunki międzynarodowe  

      

 

2.  Course code: 

  Number of ECTS credits: 5 

     Course completion mode: Z 

     Course commenced / Year 

2019/2020  

3. Major: Journalism and Social Communication 

 

4. Department of major coordinator: Department of Market and Marketing Research 

 

5. Name of course instructor:   Lecture …          Classes: dr Jakub Parnes           Lab classes … 

    Examiner … 

 

6. Department of course instructor: Department of Business Journalism and New Media 

 

7. Number of contact hours with students: 

 

Type of instruction Full-time study Part-time study 

lectures   

classes 30  

foreign language classes   

lab classes    

seminars    

e-learning   

other   

Total hours 30 - 

examination (hours)   
 

 

8.  Course timeframe - no. of semesters: one 

 

     Course commencement / Year 2019/2020 

 

     Course commencement / Semester: winter / summer 

9. Level of tertiary education:  Bachelor (I) 

     

 

10. Course status 

⁯   Compulsory for the major… 

⁬   Compulsory for the specialization … 

⁬   Elective X 
 

11. Course prerequisites 

         Compulsory: - 

         Recommended: - 

 

12. Course objectives: 

 

The aim of the course is to acquaint students with the most important issues of contemporary 

international political relations. In the first part of the course students will gain knowledge of the 
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factors influencing international relations, as well as the determinants, objectives and instruments 

of foreign policy. The second part of the course will be devoted to analyzing - using the cases of 

particular countries and regions - the mechanisms of foreign policy implementation. The last part 

of the course will be devoted to the selected global and regional problems of contemporary 

international relations. 

 

13. Teaching and learning methods: 

 

A. Direct student-instructor contact: 
 

No. Teaching methods  Description 
Number of hours 

Full-time study Part-time study 

1. Active lecturing with 

multimedia 

presentations 

Interactive lectures devoted 

to theoretical framework of 

the international relations 

10  

2. 

Case studies 

Analyzing cases 

concerning foreign policy, 

international organizations 

and transnational crises 

12  

3. 

Discussions, 

simulations and games 

Discussions, simulations 

and games devoted to the 

current problems of 

international relations 

7  

4. 

Test 

Witten test with different 

types of tasks: single 

choice questions, multiple 

choice questions, 

alternative response, 

matching type, completion 

type 

1  

Total AS: 30 AN: - 
 

 

B. Self-study:  
 

No. Learning methods  Description 
Number of hours 

Full-time study Part-time study 

1. Reading textbooks and 

analyzing the class 

notes  

Learning the theoretical 

framework of the 

international relations 

30  

2. 
Individual work with  

source materials 

Preparing for discussions, 

simulations  and case study 

analysis 

15  

3. Project Preparing an analysis and 

presentation devoted to one 

of three issues: (1) foreign 

policy of a particular country 

/ (2) functioning of a 

particular international 

organization / (3) global or 

regional problem of 

contemporary political 

relations 

 

 

25  

4. Written assignment 

 

Preparing a short essay or 

press article on the chosen 

problem of contemporary 

international relations 

25  

Total BS:95 BN: 

Total AS+BS = 125      Total AN+BN = ……. 

Examination (E) = 0      Examination (E) =……. 

Total AS+BS+E= 125     Total AN+BN+E = ……. 



- 3 - 

14. Key words: foreign policy, international relations, politics, diplomacy, transnational conflicts 

15. Course content: 

 

Theoretical framework of the international relations: 

 

 The subjective and objective dimension of international relations 

 The theories of international relations 

 Factors influencing international relations 

 Determinants, objectives and instruments of foreign policy 

 Security paradigms in Cold War era and post-Cold War era 

 The future of international relations: Huntington’s, Fukuyama’s and Wallerstein's theories 

 

Foreign policy implementation - case studies: 

 

 Putin's Russia - The Empire strikes back? 

 The end of Pax Americana? 

 India - regional power with global aspirations? 

 China - the superpower of the XXI century or a paper tiger?  

 BRICS: Between cooperation and competition 

 Middle East's powder keg 

 European dilemmas: internal and external challenges facing the EU 

 France and Germany: An European tandem in trouble? 

 Great Britain at the crossroads 

 Polish Foreign Policy: Between aspiration and reality  

 NATO’s future: Old threats and new challenges 

 United Nations, divided world 

  

 

Selected global and regional problems of contemporary international relations: 

 

 Terrorism 

 Maritime piracy 

 Migration crises 

 Environmental security 

 

16. Course learning outcomes as related to the learning outcomes of the major and methods for 

assessing student attainment 
 

Intended learning 

outcomes of the 

major / Symbols  
Intended learning outcomes of the course 

Methods for 

assessing student 

learning 

outcomes  

Documentation 

                                                                         Knowledge 

DKS1_W08# 

Student has knowledge of the subjective and 

objective dimension of international relations, the 

laws of the evolution of international relations, 

factors influencing international relations and the 

theoretical conceptions devoted to the future of 

international relations. 

standardized 

written test with 

different types of 

tasks: single 

choice questions, 

multiple choice 

questions, 

questionnaire and 

students’ answers 
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alternative 

response, 

matching type, 

completion type  

                                                                             Skills 

DKS1_U01# 

Student is able to analyze the transnational political 

processes (as well as their economic and cultural 

context) and evaluate the mechanisms of foreign 

policy implementation. 

student’s  

analysis and 

presentation 

devoted to one of 

three issues: (1) 

foreign policy of 

a particular 

country / (2) 

functioning of a 

particular 

international 

organization / (3) 

global or regional 

problem of 

contemporary 

political relations 

student’s 

presentation ant 

their summary 

(digital version) 

DKS1_U06# 

Student is able to prepare written analysis of the 

chosen problem of contemporary international 

relations. 

student’s essay or 

press article on 

the chosen 

problem of 

contemporary 

international 

relations 

student’s work 

(digital version) 

                                                                          Social competences 

DKS1_K03# 
Student is able to actively participate in group 

discussions with interlocutors from other countries. 

discussions 

devoted to 

contemporary 

problems of 

international 

relations  

points and  

optional tutor’s 

notes  

assigned to  

student's  

involvement in 

the discussions 
 
 

17. Method for determining the final course grade: 
 

No.  Methods for 

awarding credits and 

course completion 

requirements 

Description Percentage of the final course grade* 

1. Project Preparing an analysis and 

presentation devoted to one 

of three issues: (1) foreign 

policy of a particular country 

/ (2) functioning of a 

particular international 

organization / (3) global or 

regional problem of 

contemporary political 

relations 

25 

2. Written assignment 

 

Short essay or press article 

on the chosen problem of 

contemporary international 

relations 

25 

3. 

Written test 

Standardized test with 

different types of tasks: 

single choice questions, 

multiple choice questions, 

alternative response, 

30 
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matching type, completion 

type 

4. 

Discussions, 

simulations and 

games 

Active participation in 

discussions, simulations and 

games devoted to the current 

problems of international 

relations 

20 

 

* If students are required to obtain both a class grade and an exam grade, the class grade constitutes at least 30% of 

the final course grade. 

 

 

18. Reading list 

 

     Mandatory readings: 

      

M. Griffiths, T. O'Callaghan, S. C. Roach. (2014). International relations: the key 

concepts. New York: Routledge, 2014. 

Reus-Smit, Christian, Duncan Snidal (eds.). (2010). The Oxford handbook of international 

relations. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010. 

Baylis, John, Steve Smith (eds.). The globalization of world politics: an introduction to 

international relations. Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press, 2005. 

 

Suggested readings: 

 

Bieleń, Stanisław (ed.). (2011). Poland's foreign policy in the 21st century. Warsaw: Difin. 

Fukyama, Francis. (2006). The End of History and the Last Man. New York: Free Press. 

Huntington, Samuel. (1997). The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order. 

London: Penguing Books. 

Kaczmarski, Marcin. (2015). Russia-China relations in the post-crisis international order. 

New York: Routledge. 

Möckli, Daniel, Victor Mauer. (2010). European - American relations and the Middle 

East: from Suez to Iraq. New York: Routledge. 

Parmar, Inderjeet, Linda B. Miller & Mark Ledwidge. (2009). New directions in US 

foreign policy. New York: Routledge. 

Stefanova, Boyka M. (ed.). (2014). The European Union beyond the Crisis: Evolving 

Governance, Contested Polices and Disenchanted Publics. Lanham: Lexington 

Books.  

Stemplowski, Ryszard. (2002). Transnational Terrorism in the World System Perspective. 

Warsaw: Polish Institute of International Affairs. 

Wallerstein, Immanuel M. (2004). World-systems Analysis: An Introduction. Durnham and 

London: Duke University Press. 

Weihe, Thomas (ed.). (2007). Interests and partners of German foreign policy. Hamburg: 

Korber-Stiftung. 

 

19. Language of instruction: English 

   20. Course instructors’ recommendations: 

 

 


